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The general situation is no less favourable to Russia on
the eastern and southern margins of the Heartland. First and
foremost, the emergence of Communist China and the collapse
of Japan have removed a serious threat to Soviet security.
Secondly, and possibly of greater importance on a long view,
is the change in relationships between parts of South-East Asia
and West European Powers. India has ceased to be controlled
from London, Indonesia has acquired political independence,
and the French colonies of South-East Asia have changed
their status. It remains to be seen whether the economic ties
between the imperial powers of Western Europe and their
former dependencies in South-East Asia will be weakened or
strengthened by these changes, but the growth towards political
independence in the latter areas is favourable to Russian
Foreign Policy.
The greater the unity, economic, political, military and
cultural, between the marginal lands, the more potential danger
there is, in Russian eyes, to the security of the Heartland. But
disunity, and the geographical disposition of these lands
favours disunity, is advantageous to the Russians because it
carries in its train less possibility of concerted action against
Soviet policy. That this foreign policy is motivated by a
realization of this new alignment of its neighbouring States
can hardly be doubted and explains the powerful position which
the representatives of the Soviet Union occupy at the tables
of the various world conferences.
This elementary analysis of the geographical framework
of international affairs should not be read as evidence of the
inevitability of conflict, political or military, between the
great Heartland State and its neighbours. The U.S.S.R. has
by no means achieved a state of invulnerability to attack and
partial destruction. Its internal economy is far from being
adequately developed and the second world war has destroyed
many of the achievements of the preceding twenty-four years
of intensive effort. Perhaps more important than this is that
relatively little has yet been done to exploit its greatest single
geographical advantage, namely its internal lines of communica-
tion. In the absence of east-west waterways and in view of the
fact that the aeroplane is not yet a suitable means of transport